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NO. LTC # ( 086-2012 | LETTER TO CQMMlSS I\L{, \oF
- '.To: o Mayor’Matti Herrera Bower and Members of the City Commission

From: Jorge M. Gonzalez, City Manager A )
-Date: ~ March 28, 2012 b

Subject: - International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme Authorization

The purpose of this LTC is to inform you that Biscayne Elementary School and Fienberg
Fisher K-8 Center received authorization to offer the International Baccalaureate (1B)
Programme (see attached).

- As of March, Miami Beach became one in a handful of cities in the country to provide the
IB .program to every public school and to every student within its jurisdiction. All public
schools in Miami Beach have attained International Baccalaureate (IB) World School

- authorization. Our Education Compact has resulted in Biscayne Elementary School and
Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center obtaining authorization to offer the IB Primary Years
Programme (PYP) to all attending students, aged 4 to 12. These schools join Miami
Beach Senior High School, Nautilus Middle School, South Pomt Elementary, and North
Beach Elementary as authorlzed IB World Schools.

The»lB PYP. focuses on the development of the whole child as an induirer. The most
significant and distinctive feature of the IB PYP is the six transdisciplinary themes. The
themes help teachers to develop a programme of inquiries, in-depth investigations into
important ideas identified by the teachers, and requiring a high level of involvement on
the part of the students.

Additionally, the International Baccalaureate Organization site visiting team commended
our schools for the exemplary and noteworthy support of the City of Miami Beach. .
Commendations were also noted for the support of parents for the Primary Years
Programme, the motivation and enthusiasm of the principals and staff for the
Programmes, and the international-mindedness of the teachers together with the
academically oriented and involved students.

We will cohtinue to support our strategic outcome to provide enhanéed learﬁing
~ opportunities for youth throughout Miami Beach through our Education Compact.

~ If you have any questions, piease feel free fto contact me.
JMGILR |
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CITY OF MIAMI BEACH

1700 CONVENTION CENTER DRIVE

MIAM! BEACH, FLORIDA 33139

MATTI HERRERA BOWER
MAYOR

Ms. Maria Costa, Principal
Biscayne Elementary School
"800 77" Street
" Miami Beach, FL 33141

March 28, 2012
Dear Ms. Costa:

On behalf of the City of Miami Beach, we wish to express our sincerest congratulations on
Biscayne Elementary’s authorization from the International Baccalaureate Organization to offer
the Primary Years Programme. We realize this is a challenging program that demands the best”
from both motivated students and teachers.

Our city has worked closely with Biscayne Elementary in the past, having signed a historic
compact with Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) in 2008. Our compact has provided

- support for teachers throughout Miami Beach and is the result of our community’s commitment to
our youth and desire for educational excellence. '

‘Our City is one of the most diverse infernational communities in the country, and we realize that
this program raises the academic aspirations and accomplishments of participating students.

As a world cultural center, we provide free access to all cultural facilities. through City negotiated
contracts. The City has established a website link to our cultural partners to encourage utilization
of this wonderful amenity. Several of our cultural partners also bring exhibits to the schools such
s the Bass Museum. the New World Symphony, Botanical Garden, and Jewish Museum, and
will continue to help the school’s nascent programs interface with the vibrant cultural community
within our City. ' :

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at 305-673-7030.

Md'tti Herrera Bower nzoiez
Mayor City Manager



CiTY OF MIAMI BEACH
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MIAM| BEACH, FLORIDA 33139

MATTI HERRERA BOWER
MAYOR .

" Ms. Maria Zabala, Principal
Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center
1420 Washington Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33139

March 28, 2012
Dear Ms. Zabala:

- On behalf of the City of Miami Beach, we wish to express our sincerest congratulations on
Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center’s authorization from the International Baccalaureate Organization to
offer the Primary Years Programme. We realize this is a challenging program that demands the
best from both motivated students and teachers. '

Our city has worked closely with Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center in the past, having signed a historic

compact with Miami-Dade County Public Schools [MDCPS) in 2008. Our compact has provided

support for teachers throughout Miami Beach and is the result of our community’s commitment to
“our youth and desire for educational excellence. -

Qur City is one of the most diverse international communities in the country, and we realize that
this program raises the academic aspirations and accomplishments of participating students.

'As a world cultural center, we provide free access to all cultural facilities through City negotiated
contracts. The City has established a website link to our cultural partners to encourage utilization
of this wonderful amenity. Several of our cultural partners also bring exhibits to the schools such
as the Bass Museum, the New World Symphony, Botanical Garden, and Jewish Museum, and
will continue fo help the school’s nascent programs interface with the vibrant cultural community

within our City. ’
It you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at 305-673-7030. i
Best Regards,

Mati Herrera Bower : orge M~ Gonzalez i

Mayor . City Manager i '




